
MINUTES 
TOWN OF QUARTZSITE 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2018, 7:00 PM 

CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 p.m. 

Mayor Simpson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

INVOCATION: Karey Amon spoke for the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Council Member Hager led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Swart, Council Member 
Schue, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Hager. 

STAFF PRESENT: Susan Goodwin, Town Attorney; Tracey Hess, Community 
Development; Tina Abriani, Town Clerk 

Mayor Simpson announced that Town Manager Ferguson was not in attendance due to 
illness. 

1. CALL TO THE PUBLIC, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM
CITIZENS:

Karey Amon spoke about the issues of educating children in the Town of Quartzsite. 

Jeron Mumme spoke about how much public money is used to keep the Internet on in 
Town Hall and in the parking lot everyday all-day long. He also talked about people using 
the Town Hall parking lot to use the Internet late into the night and how that looks to the 
public and visitors. 

Shanana Rain Golden-Bear announced that this Saturday, December 15, 2018 is the 
Christmas Light Parade beginning at 7:00 p.m. and ending at the Community Center for 
an after-party. She said that some of the businesses on Main Street would be open and 
offering deals for the event. She also announced the Explore La Paz County Tourism 
Expo that would be held the next day in Parker at the Blue Water Casino and Resort. She 
noted Council Member Goldberg served as the lead on the event, and she encouraged 
everyone to attend. 

Mayor Simpson called Chief Ponce forward to introduce the Town's new Police Officer. 

Chief Ponce introduced Police Officer Benjamin McKinney and provided some history on 
the Town's new Officer. 
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PUBLIC HEARING: 

2. PUBLIC HEARING - SIGN CODE - ADOPTION OF SIGN CODE BY
REFERENCE • ARTICLE XII OF THE ZONING ARTICLES - Conduct public
hearing and consider adoption of an Ordinance declaring the document entitled
the "2018 Town of Quartzsite Sign Code" dated July 24, 2018 as a public record;
adopting by reference that public record known as the "2018 Town of Quartzsite
Sign Code" dated July 24, 2018 to amend the Zoning Articles of the Town of
Quartzsite, Arizona as set forth herein; repealing Article XII Sign Code, Section 1
Purposes, Section 2 Definitions, and Section 3 General all related to sign permit
requirements, sign regulations, permitted locations of signs In zoning districts,
temporary signs requirements with special provisions related to carnival signs,
non-conforming signs, abandoned signs and enforcement of the sign code;
providing for repeal of conflicting ordinances; providing for severability; and
providing penalties.

Council Member Swart explained that on Page 2 of the Code where it says Signs -
Seasonal, it tells of sign placement and removal with a timeline that does not make sense 
with the months named in the document. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said it should probably say of the following year. 

Council Member Swart said that needs to be corrected. 

Council Member Swart noted that on Page 17 - Recovery of Costs, it should read removal 
or repair of the sign. 

Council Member Swart referenced Page 7, Section G, Paragraph 2, and read it, then he 
directed attention to Page 12 and the diagram and what it says in that section. He 
explained that only leaves four feet of clearance and not eight feet of clearance. 

Tracey Hess of Community Development said that is a ground-mounted sign. 

Council Member Swart said there is a conflict with what it says in sign location and 
requirements in Section G, Paragraph 2. 

Tracey Hess of Community Development explained that the ground-mounted signs will 
not be projecting over any pedestrian walkway. 

Council Member Swart said he wants it to be clear. 

Tracey Hess of Community Development explained what is said on Page 12 about 
ground-mounted signs and on Page 11 about free-standing signs. 

Council Member Swart said in one portion, it says any sign, and he wants to make sure 
that we get it right so that there will not be any confusion. 
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Town Attorney Goodwin said a ground-mounted sign is not going to extend over an area 
where there are pedestrians. 

Council Member Goldberg said in that same section, Section G, Number 2, it should have 
a word after the word fire, maybe either exit or entrance. 

Council Member BearCat said it would be fire access. 

Council Member Swart said or fire department access. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said it might be better to say emergency access. 

There was a discussion of the International Building Code saying painting is exempt from 
any tenant maintenance on anything. 

Tracey Hess read from the Sign Code, Page 4, Section 3, Paragraph 1 - Permit Required, 
where it says, 'except as provided for exempt signs, it shall be unlawful for any person to 
construct, install, attach, place, paint, alter, relocate or otherwise maintain any sign in the 
Town without first obtaining a sign permit'. 

Town Attorney Goodwin explained that if the Council wants not to require a permit for 
maintenance items, it can be taken out. 

Mark Goldberg said he thought the language maintain, is not maintain like fix it, it is 
maintain like erect; in building codes, when you say you are going to maintain something, 
you are erecting it. He explained that this section is talking about constructing, installing 
and attaching. He provided reasons for requiring permits for signs, such as for the proper 
size and placement. He said he thought there was a section of the Sign Code that says 
you can replace the face of an existing sign or repaint it without needing to get a permit, 
because you are not changing anything, you are just maintaining it. 

Mayor Simpson asked Mark Goldberg about murals. 

Mr. Goldberg said wall signs are defined in the code; he read that definition and the 
definition of a sign. He explained it is a device or visual communication designed to attract 
the attention of the public and therefore it qualifies as a sign. 

Council Member BearCat asked if art work would be considered a sign. 

Mr. Goldberg said you could have an exemption for a decorative mural. 

Council Member Swart asked if it is clear enough when we say otherwise maintain, that 
we are not talking about the maintenance of the sign. 

Mr. Goldberg said it would be more specific to say otherwise erect. 

Council Member Swart suggested just taking out the 'or otherwise maintain'. 
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Mr. Goldberg said that is probably a good idea. 

Council Member Swart said he would like to see that done, and other Council Members 
agreed. 

Vice Mayor Warner asked if Times Three's sign that takes up the whole side of their 
building, would be out of code. Times Three restaurant was referenced earlier in the 
discussion of murals. 

Mr. Goldberg said it would become a non-conforming sign and it would be subject to the 
non-conforming provisions that are written in the ordinance. He explained why it may 
presently be, technically, probably an illegal non-conforming sign. 

Council Member Swart asked if there was a provision for signs already in place. 

Town Attorney Goodwin answered no; to have a non-conforming status, it must be a legal 
use at the time the new regulation was adopted. She said murals may be something the 
Council would want to revisit in an amendment. 

Vice Mayor Warner said she thought that mural has been there for years and years. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said it may have been under the County code. 

Mr. Goldberg said that for anything to happen with it, it would have to be an enforcing 
action by the Town. 

Council Member Hager said if we choose not to address something that does not conform, 
it could lead to further questions down the line. He said we could address. it with a 
provision. 

Mayor Simpson said we must be uniform with enforcement. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said perhaps there was no County code, then it would become 
a legal non-conforming use. 

Council Member BearCat suggested that we go forward with what we have and revisit 
that issue. 

Mayor Simpson opened the item for public comment. 

Karey Amon said she thinks it is important as we visualize what we want Quartzsite to be, 
part of that is hanging onto some past and keeping some of that past. She said things like 
that (the Times Three mural) generations of people have noticed. 

Mayor Simpson closed the public comment. 
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Council Member Swart asked the Town Attorney to reread Section 1, General, Paragraph 
1 A 

Town Attorney Goodwin read aloud, "Except as provided for exempt signs, it shall be 
unlawful for any person to construct, install, attach, place, paint, alter or relocate any sign 
in the Town without first obtaining a sign permit in accordance with the Sign Code." 

Council Member Swart said great and thank you. 

Council Member Hager moved to adopt the sign code by reference, Article XII of the 
Zoning Articles as presented with the corrections made, and Vice Mayor Warner 
seconded the motion. 

Council Member Hager moved to adopt Ordinance Number 18-14 as presented with 
the corrections made, and Vice Mayor Warner seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED (summary: Yes= 7).
Yes: Council Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Hager, 
Council Member Schue, Council Member Swart, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

BUSINESS: 

3. VICE MAYOR -- Council designation of a member of the Council as Vice-Mayor.

Council Member Swart nominated Loretta Warner, and Council Member Goldberg 
seconded the nomination. 

Vice Mayor Warner said thank you all for trusting her and putting her back in the position, 
and she thanked the Council for their support. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED (summary: Yes = 7).
Yes: Council Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Hager, 
Council Member Schue, Council Member Swart, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

4. MINUTES - Consider approval of the minutes of the Town Council Regular
Meeting of November 27, 2018.

Council Member Swart pointed out an error on Page 2 of 21, down at the bottom, 'it' and 
'is' should be reversed. He pointed out another error on Page 12 of 21, the last line is 
missing a word. He said his best guess is that it could be she 'said'. 

Council Member BearCat suggested taking out said and she. 

Council Member Swart moved to accept the minutes as corrected and Council 
Member Schue seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED (summary: Yes = 7). 
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Yes: Council Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Hager, 
Council Member Schue, Council Member Swart, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

5. LEDGER OF ACCOUNTS AND PAYROLL PAID - Consider for approval the
following series: (Accounts Payable) 44733-44762 Void 44732 totaling
$129,342.55, 44773-44806 totaling $474,960.79; (Payroll) 44763-44772, totaling
$75,454.20, Grand Total $679,757.54.

Council Member Schue asked about the two major payments to JSA, the landscapers; 
he said he hoped some more money was owed to them before they leave Town. 

Vice Mayor Warner said typically, when they do those kinds of projects, they withhold 
15% to 20% for a period after the job is completed. 

Council Member Hager said he had one correction. He noted that item 44789 should 
probably say desert boot instead of deesert boot. 

Council Member Swart said he agrees with what Mr. Mumme was saying about the 
Internet service. He asked that it be placed on the next agenda. 

Vice Mayor Warner said she agrees, and Council Member BearCat said she has talked 
to Town Manager Ferguson about it. Vice Mayor Warner said we need to make sure Town 
Manager Ferguson knows about this because there may be some things regarding a 
grant. 

Council Member BearCat said on the APS, (she was looking at the Accounts Payable 
report) it seems extremely high. She said she was told there are a lot of street lights, but 
she wants to put something on a future agenda on street lights. 

Council Member Goldberg moved to approve the following series, Accounts Payable 
44733-44762, with check number 44732 being voided, totaling $129,342.55; check 
numbers 44773-44806, totaling $474,960.79; Payroll 44763-44772, totaling $75,454.20; 
for a grand total of $679,757.54, and Council Member Swart seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Council Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Hager, 

Council Member Schue, Council Member Swart, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

6. PARK & RECREATION COMMITTEE REAPPOINTMENT REQUEST- Consider
the reappointment of Joanne Winer to the Park and Recreation Committee. Her
term expired June 1, 2018. The new term would expire June 1, 2020.

Mr. Jeron Mumme said we need more people and from what he noticed from the one 
meeting he was a part of, she was a good part of the Board, and if she was not here, we 
would not have had a· quorum that day. 
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Shanana Rain Golden-Bear, Vice Chair of the Park and Recreation Committee, said 
Joanne Winer and her foundation have been working for the last 24 years on Celia's 
Rainbow Gardens. Ms. Golden-Bear said Mrs. Winer is a huge part of all of the process, 
and so, she thinks it is a really good fit. 

Council Member Swart said he knows she is real active in the community, and that we 
are fortunate to have her serving in this capacity. 

Council Member Swart moved to accept the reappointment of Joanne Winer to the Park 
and Recreation Committee; her term expired on June 1, 2018, and her new term will 
expire on June 1, 2020, and Council Member Hager seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Council .Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Hager, 
Council Member Schue, Council Member Swart, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

7. DISCUSSION OF POSSIBLE NEW TOWN SEAL - Consider changing the Town
seal to a more clearly pronounced and colorful one stylized the same as the current
one.

Council Member Goldberg said this came about because of her. She explained that when 
we decided to put the Town Council on a trolley as an entrant in the Christmas Parade, 
she went to Town Hall to find a banner, which we do not have. She said Mark and she 
decided to contribute a banner to the Town with the Town Seal on it; the banner also says 
Town Council on it. She said the Town Seal graphic is very small and if you try to blow it 
up it is very grainy; so, Mr. Goldberg took the current seal and spruced it up a bit. 

Mark Goldberg said it is digitized now and can be blown up to any size and has the detail 
it never had. 

Council Member BearCat said she would like to get a little history on the seals the Council 
is looking at. 

Mark Goldberg said it has color on it and now you can see there are symbols on the seal; 
there is a tent, camel and cactus. He said he was trying to use the basic colors to make 
the colors and graphics sound to where it could be used for purposes other than a one
inch seal. 

Mayor Simpson said branding is becoming more and more important. 

Council Member BearCat said that on most of our papers that we get we have a seal with 
orange on it and that seal was started before former Town Manager Skylor. She explained 
that when Skylor became the Town Manager, he came up with a seal that is oval and 
squashed and that is what he used. She said now Mark Goldberg has made things a lot 
clearer and other than the color gold is difficult to reproduce on a copy machine, it looks 
clean and is much easier to understand. She said that to her knowledge, we have never 
adopted an official seal. 
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Town Attorney Goodwin said she has seen in the past that a Town has adopted an official 
seal and sometimes they have gotten it copyrighted or trademarked. She said it is a fairly 
simple process. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said she would do the formality of a resolution so that it is in the 
Town's records. 

Vice Mayor Warner asked if the words could be a dark blue, where it says founded and 
incorporated, to make it a little easier to read. 

Mark Goldberg said that on the original seal, the letters were just yellow on a white 
background, so he outlined the letters in black. He said he could change it if the Council 
wants. 

Council Member Swart talked about the difference between printed and copied seals. He 
said our letterhead could go out to a printer for a cleaner image. 

Mr. Goldberg said the· purpose of the change was to develop a high resolution digital 
image that can be used for printing and other purposes. 

Council Member Swart agreed that a darker color for the founded and the incorporated 
would be great. 

Council Member BearCat would like to see the dates as blue, along with a black and white 
version. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said she would draft a resolution and someone would attach 
something to it. 

Council Member Swart asked Mr. Goldberg to do a rendering with what the Council has 
suggested in those two sections and bring it back for the next time. 

Marilyn McFate said there were at least a dozen submissions for the original seal; and 
they paid the creator for the one that was chosen by the Council, and there was a 
copyright to the best of her knowledge. She suggested that someone call Yuma 
Engraving where she thought the image was sent. She said she thought that legally it 
could be just an upgrade. 

Mayor Simpson said we are looking to direct staff to prepare a resolution adopting a new 
Town seal. 

Council Member BearCat said she thought it might be prudent to see if it is copyrighted. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said that when Town Manager Ferguson gets back, she will have 
him search the records. She said she would find out if there is latitude to make updates 
or changes. 
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Council Member Swart said there is a difference between a copyright and a trademark. 
He said staff can look that up and research it. 

Council Member Swart said he would like to have Mr. Goldberg modify it and bring it so 
they can decide which one they want. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said that at the next meeting there will be something the Council 
will agree on to attach to the resolution. 

8. DISCUSSION OF A RESOLUTION DECLARING QUARTZSITE, ARIZONA AS

THE "ROCK CAPITAL OF THE WORLD".

Mayor Simpson said we have a proclamation and asked if we needed a resolution. He 
said there was a proclamation from Wes Huntley. 

Shanana Rain Golden-Bear, former President of Proud Neighbors of Quartzsite which 
was the driving force to get this, said she and Council Member BearCat were part of this 
when they met with former Town Manager Alex Taft and then Acting Mayor Wes Huntley. 
She noted that a proclamation with that motto was adopted on December 8, 2009. She 
gave more history on this motto. She read from a related article from the Desert 
Messenger of December 14, 2009. 

Council Member BearCat said there was a great deal of checking to see if any there was 
any other place that claimed to be the Rock Capital of the World and there were none. 
She explained how the idea started and the necessity of the Town having a brand that is 
copyrighted and used. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said generally, a proclamation is from a Mayor and a resolution 
has the force of the full Council. She said it would be easy to prepare a resolution that the 
whole Council could adopt to declare the Town of Quartzsite the Rock Capital of the 
World, but there should be a plan for how to use that. She said it will be one of the Town's 
tools to promote an aspect of the Town and be something different. 

Clifford Brown, raised here in Quartzsite, said his mother, Mildred Helen Cowell Barkley, 
started this rock thing in 1956. He told a little about his mother and noted that she 
remarried a prospector. 

Council Member Swart said we should be consistent in how we market that; he would like 
to direct staff to put together a resolution. He said we need to research it to see if anybody 
else has it. He said it is important enough to trademark it or register it so no one else can 
use it without permission. 

Mayor Simpson asked if this is something that could be put in our newspaper for public 
input on what should be in the resolution. 
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Council Member Goldberg said we need to update our vision statement, but this is a 
marketing tool and absolutely, if we can involve the public, we should. 

Council Member BearCat said she would like to have staff make the resolution and the 
public can come to the meeting and voice their opinions, and the Council can decide if 
they want to change the resolution. 

Council Member Goldberg said getting the public input first, before the resolution, might 
be better. 

Council Member Swart shared his concern that public input might put us off track and if it 
is something that has been used for so long, then that seems to be part of our history and 
we might want to really consider that. 

Council Member Hager asked if the Rock Capital of the World would be the Town motto 
or the Town vision. 

The Council agreed it would be a motto. 

Council Member Schue said he is thinking why change a good thing; and if you are 
branding something, you have to have something that people. will remember. He said 
people already remember us as the Rock Capital of the World. 

Council Member Swart moved to have Town staff prepare a resolution declaring that 
Quartzsite is the Rock Capital of the World, and Council Member BearCat seconded 
the motion. Council Member Swart added along with trademarking or copyrighting. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Council Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Hager, 
Council Member Schue, Council Member Swart, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

9. Reports from the MAYOR on current events.

Mayor Simpson said this past weekend we had the Soup and Chowder Festival and the 
Operation Hero Comfort Silent Auction. He said they looked to him to be very well 
attended. 

10. Reports from the COUNCIL on current events.

Council Member Hager said that this past week he and Council Member Goldberg 
attended the Newly Elected Officials Training. He said it was very informative. 

Council Member Goldberg said that at that training, they got to talk to other folks in similar 
communities and we are all dealing with the same issues. 

Page 10 of12 

121118 Quartzsite Town Council Regular Meeting Minutes 



Council Member Goldberg announced that at the Christmas Light Parade, the Council will 
be on the trolley from the QIA. She said everyone should be at the QIA at 6:00 p.m. for 
the Christmas Light Parade. 

Council Member Schue said he was at a ribbon-cutting for Coyote Fresh Foods, and there 
was a good turn-out with some good sales and a long line at the meat counter. 

11. Reports from the TOWN MANAGER to the Council.

None 

12. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS - Direction to staff regarding future agenda items.

Council Member Swart said he wanted to make sure that the Library Internet discussion 
gets on there. 

Council Member BearCat agreed with Council Member Swart about the Library Internet 
agenda item. She asked that the Water Loss Report that needs to be on an agenda be 
listed as an item other than just a report because she thinks the Council needs to look at 
exactly where we are at with water loss, the leakage in the system and so forth. 

Council Member BearCat said she would like to have an audit of all the street lights; she 
said some street lights are out with some very dark spots. She said there are street lights 
that should belong to the Town or APS that are not over the street, they are over private 
property; she said she thinks that needs to be corrected. 

Council Member BearCat said she would like to have a dark skies ordinance where you 
have to use a certain color of light and it has to point down, not up. 

Council Member Schue said you can report street lights on iWorq. 

Council Member Goldberg asked if there is a second Council Meeting in December. 

The Town Council discussed whether to cancel the second meeting in December. The 
Council agreed to not have a second meeting in December. The Town Council decided 
the next meeting would be the second Tuesday in January. 

Mayor Simpson adjourned the meeting at 8:24 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT: 8:24 p.m. 

CERTIFICATION: 
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I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the 
minutes of the Regular Meeting of December 11, 2018 of the Town Council of Quartzsite, 
Arizona, held on December 11, 2018. 

I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was 
present. 

DATED this 8th day of January 2019 �utJL,�L 
Tina M. Abriani, Town Clerk 

On behalf of the Common Council 

Approved: 

� 
·�4'1-

Norm Simpson, yor 
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